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Why care about crawl spaces?

Homeowner complaints

Clients with failure
and liability

New homes failing

Existing homes failing

Uncomfortable humidity

Mold growth or musty odors

Condensation on insulation, 
ductwork, piping, etc.

Buckled hardwood floors

Rotting framing

Structural failure

Large scale problems With serious impacts!

Goals

Crawl spaces need improvement
There are feasible ways to improve
Can this benefit your customers and your 
business?
What has AE learned in NC that can help 
you implement or improve?
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Agenda

What s wrong with vented crawl spaces?
The physics of air and water vapor
Research results
Building codes and closed crawl spaces
Break
Key design and installation issues
Q & A, sharing experience *

Resources

PDF of this presentation is available
Book & reports are at www.crawlspaces.org

http://www.crawlspaces.org
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IRC 2000, Figure R301.2 (7) Probability of Above-Ground Decay

Regions Represented?

So what s wrong with typical
code-compliant vented crawl spaces?
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2004 Characterization Study
(45 NC Homes)


